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SCOTTISH CHURCHES DISABILITY GROUP NEWSLETTER  

October 2021   

 

Message from the Chairman 
 

Hello, everyone 
 

As restrictions ease, I wish you all well.   We still plan to hold an Annual General 

Meeting this autumn.  The Executive have approved the accounts and thanks to our 

Treasurer, William Walker, they are all correct.  Look out for details soon. 

  
During the next two Sundays I will cover for our locum Minister who is taking well 

earned leave.  I am preaching on the book of Ruth.  We shall sing Psalms and 

Paraphrases.  We don’t sing them very often in worship, which is a great pity as 

there is so much good teaching in them.  I hope the congregation will enjoy singing 

them.  In my own devotions I am looking at Paul’s letters to the Church in Corinth. 

 
I have no more adventures planned at the moment.  Come November America is 

allowing U.K. citizens in, but I have no plans to visit family in the near future. 

  
With good wishes from David Nicholson, Chairman. 
 
 

Spiritual and Biblical View of Disabilities  

by Katrona Templeton 
 
The main barriers that people with disabilities have in interacting with the church 

seem to stem from views which some Christians have of disabilities: 
 

• Disability as a punishment for sin 
• Society’s image of Disability 
 

Disability as a punishment for sin 
 

The Religious Model of Disability is the oldest model of disability, found in some 

religious traditions. Disability is seen as God’s punishment for a known or unknown 

sin committed by someone or their family. It insinuates that disabilities are things to 
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be ashamed of. This stigmatizes people, making people with disabilities seem 

unworthy to be at church, or suffering due to their disability and needing to be prayed 

for, or pitied by “good Christians”. 
 

How does this model originate?  In the Old Testament, apart from failing eyesight in 

old age, the Bible doesn’t mention natural causes of disability.  Instead, it is 

attributed to God as a punishment. Some examples are: 
 

Leviticus 26:14-16   If Israelites don't obey, they will suffer a “sudden terror, wasting 

diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and sap your strength”.  
 

2 Chronicles 26:16-23   King Uzziah suffered leprosy for being unfaithful to God. 
 

This attitude to disabilities occurs in the New Testament, as shown in John 9 1- 3: 
 

“While Jesus was walking, he saw a blind man. This man had been blind since the 

time he was born. Jesus’ followers asked him, ‘Teacher, this man was born blind. 

But whose sin made him be born blind? His own sin, or his parents’ sin?’  Jesus 

replied, ‘It is not this man’s sin or his parents’ sin that made him be blind. This man 

was born blind so that God could use him to show what great things God can do’”.  
 

Jesus’ followers automatically assume that the man is blind due to punishment by 

God. Jesus reaffirms it is God’s will that he is blind and it has nothing to do with 

previous sins. 
 

People sometimes see the healing stories of Jesus as proof that disability comes 

from sin.  Remember the man who was lowered through the roof in Mark 2: 1-12.  

 

Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven, get up and walk”. Some interpret that as Jesus 

linking inability to walk with sins. Looking closer at the text, you see Jesus first 

forgave the sins, but the Pharisees said He did not have authority to forgive sins.  

Jesus replied, “Maybe you think it was easy for me to say to the crippled man, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven.’  There is no proof that it happened. But what if I say to the man, 

‘Stand up. Take your bed and walk’? Then you will see if I have this power or not.”  

Jesus forgave the man for his sins before He asked him to get up and walk. 

 

This attitude of disability being due to 

sin is still present in our churches. 

People with epilepsy have been asked 

what they have done to allow Satan or 

a demon into their lives and bodies.  

People with vision loss or blindness 

are told that they must not believe in 

God or have prayed hard enough or 

their vision would have been restored. 
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Society’s image of Disability  
 

Here Christians see people with disabilities as being lesser than themselves, in need 

of prayer to make them ‘better’ or to ‘heal them’. It can be seen as the ‘Christian’ 

thing to do. Unfortunately, those within our churches who feel this way don’t 

recognise the damage they are doing to people with disabilities.  
 

In Genesis 1:27 we are told that God made us in His image and in Isaiah 64:8 that 

we are the clay and God has made us. This is true for people with disabilities as well.  

God made us each unique and gave us our own gifts and abilities.  

 
In her BBC documentary, Silenced:  

the Story of Disabled Britain,  

Cerrie Burnell looks at issues faced by 

people with disabilities in society. The 

main one that struck me was how 

people look at non-disabled people as 

being the preferred default for a human.  

 
 

 
She tells how she was forced to wear a prosthetic arm.  Born without an arm, she 

was happy and adapted to being without it. Yet through her school years and into her 

working life, she found that people were unhappy when she presented herself as she 

was and was forced to wear a prosthetic for their comfort. She found the prosthetic 

uncomfortable, awkward and it made her day to day life much more difficult. 
 

This society view is also present in churches, especially when a person’s disability is 

part of who they are. This seems more common if they are born with the disability, 

i.e. a missing limb, Deafness (with a capital D), autism or a learning difficulty.  
 

Here a disabled person sees their disability as part of who they are, as what makes 

them unique, as part of how God made them.  By asking God to change part of them 

you are actually saying, “You are not good enough, there is something wrong with 

you.  God needs to make you better before you are welcomed here”. 
 

We as a church need to understand the differences between healing and curing.  A 

large part of Jesus’s mission was healing people, both physically and restoring their 

place in society.  In Mark 10:46-52 Jesus heals a blind man, but reading the verses 

you find that He did not go about spotting blind people at random and curing them, 

but actually asked in verse 51, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man 

answered, “Teacher, I want to see again.” In this verse you notice two things: 
 

1. Jesus knows the difference between healing and curing and asks what the man 

wants. 

2. The man had lost his vision and wanted to see again. 
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It can be a difficult concept for people who are born with sight, hearing, neurotypical 

or with all limbs to understand that those who are born without these things might not 

actually want them and see themselves as complete the way God has made them. 
 

How Does God Use People with Disabilities? 
 
God shapes people and knows their futures. There are various characters in the 

Bible who are identified as having a disability that God then uses to do his work. 
 

Exodus 4:10-13   Moses has a speech impediment, yet God gives him the power 

and confidence to speak for the Jewish people. 
 

2 Kings 7   Four men with leprosy were chosen to tell the city that the Arameans had 
left the camp. 
 

Judges 3:12-30   Ehud because his right hand was not working was left-handed, 

enabling him to get close to the King of Moab and kill him. 
 

These were times when God made people and then used what society saw as a 
disability for His work. Yet in our churches today how many have leaders who have 
disabilities? 
 

In summary, inclusion is a great starting point, but people with disabilities in our 

churches need to be made part of our churches; they need to feel as if they belong.  

One way of doing this is to encourage people from the disabled community to 

become leaders in our churches. We can do this by looking at the barriers stopping 

people with disabilities becoming leaders and thinking of new ways of spreading the 

word of God. 

As Joni Eareckson Tada says: 
 

“Disabled ministry is not disabled ministry  
unless the disabled are ministering.” 

 

Further Reading 
 

https://www.disabled-world.com/definitions/disability-models.php   

https://dsq-sds.org/article/view/988/1164  

https://www.boardofrabbis.org/files/Heroes_with_Disabilities.pdf   

The Disabled God: Toward a Liberatory Theology of Disability by Nancy L. Eiesland  

Disability in Mission: The Church’s Hidden Mission by David C Deuel & Nathan John 

BBC documentary – Silenced: the Story of Disabled Britain, by Cerrie Burnell 

 

Reachout Together Fun Days 
 
Reachout Together is a Pioneer Mission project funded by the Church of Scotland 

in Irvine and Kilmarnock Presbytery to promote full inclusion of people with 

disabilities in church and other social activities.  Katrona Templeton is the Pioneer 

Mission Worker for this project and the organiser of its first events. 

 

https://www.disabled-world.com/definitions/disability-models.php
https://dsq-sds.org/article/view/988/1164
https://www.boardofrabbis.org/files/Heroes_with_Disabilities.pdf
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On October 2 a Family Fun Day was held in 

Kilmarnock at an accessible venue for families with 

disabled members.  Volunteers from churches of 

various denominations provided puppets, face-

painting, craft work, story-telling, games and 

refreshments.  On a day of torrential rain it was 

appropriate that one story was about Noah’s Ark! 

 

Feedback was given by those who attended.  This was very helpful in finding out 

what teenagers would enjoy: board and computer games, mural painting and 

appropriate music.  Adults suggested baby chat groups for disabled parents, adult 

support groups and cooking.  These ideas will be developed for forthcoming events.  
 

The next Family Fun Day will be held at Bourtreehill Community Hub in Irvine on 

Saturday, 23 October, from 2 to 4 p.m.  You can book a place online at 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-fun-day-tickets-170422622652?aff=erelexpmlt   

or ring Katrona Templeton at 0778-903-8025. 

 

Disability and Church Conference 
Saturday 16 October – 10 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

 
The theme of this event is Still Calling From the Edge.  It is aimed at disabled 

people who are exploring their calling to serve the church.  The event will take place 

on Zoom with art, music, story and theology, in plenary talks, small groups and 

workshops. BSL signing and captions will be provided.  
 

The organisers say, “It costs £30 per person to run this conference. We do not 

want to exclude anyone on financial grounds. Please pay what you can afford.”  
 

To book a place, see https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/still-calling-from-the-edge-

tickets-164001249151?keep_tld=1. 

 

Taking part in Dyslexia Awareness Week 

(1-7 November) 

Good news! 
 

Image credit: Dyslexia Scotland 

In last month’s SCDG newsletter we heard from one of our members about useful 

resources about dyslexia.  She updates us now on further progress. 
 

*** 
I told you recently about a toolkit I’ve written to help churches and individuals take 

part in Dyslexia Awareness Week Scotland 2021 (1-7 November).  I’d like to share 

with you some positive things that have grown from this. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/family-fun-day-tickets-170422622652?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/still-calling-from-the-edge-tickets-164001249151?keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/still-calling-from-the-edge-tickets-164001249151?keep_tld=1
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1) The toolkit is now available on the SCDG website.  
 

2) Using my toolkit for content and following the structure of my church’s weekly 

prayer guide, I’ve written a prayer guide for my church for Dyslexia Awareness 

Week.  My minister will circulate it to our congregation during Dyslexia 

Awareness Week. 
       

3) The member of my congregation who will lead prayer for others (intercessions) 

in my church’s services on Sunday 7 November will use my prayer guide as a 

source for her prayer.    
  

4) I’ve written an article for my church magazine to invite people to take part in 

Dyslexia Awareness Week and to tell them about the prayer guide.  I’ve also said 

how people can request a paper copy of the guide if they need one. 
 

5) If you’d like to adapt my prayer guide for your own church, it will take you only a 

few edits to do this.  Please email me at dyslexia.tips@outlook.com and I’ll email 

it to you in Word.  It’s accessible for screen readers. 
 

To download and edit my prayer guide  

1) Open it: hover your cursor over ‘Prayer Guide’, then hold down the Control (Ctrl) 

key on your keyboard and left click with your mouse.   

2) Download it: click on the  icon in the top right-hand corner of the screen.   

3) Save it: open the downloaded prayer guide then in the ‘File’ menu, select ‘save 

as’ and edit the file name. 

4) Edit it: insert text / images to replace the red text in square brackets on pages 1, 

6 (3 different bits), and 9.  Add prayers of your own on page 6.  

5) Save your edited version of it: in the ‘File’ menu, select ‘Save’.   
 

I’m delighted that my church will take part in Dyslexia Awareness Week 2021.  I hope 

that it will encourage other churches to follow suit. 

 

 
 

Lead Scotland is a Scottish charity that supports disabled people and carers to learn.  

They offer free training to help people learn how to make digital content accessible 

for disabled people.  See http://www.lead.org.uk/accessibility-employability/. 
 

Lead Scotland also has a National Disabled Students’ Helpline and Information 

Service at 0800 999 2568.    For more information contact info@lead.org.uk or see 

https://www.lead.org.uk/support-for-disabled-people-to-learn/ .

http://scdg.org.uk/toolkit-for-churches-for-dyslexia-awareness-week-scotland-2021/
mailto:dyslexia.tips@outlook.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/phbdqaiwvpb11j7/Prayer%20Guide%201-7%20Nov.%202021%20for%20customising%20by%20individual%20churches%20-%20Copy.docx?dl=0
http://www.lead.org.uk/accessibility-employability/
mailto:info@lead.org.uk
https://www.lead.org.uk/support-for-disabled-people-to-learn/
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Prospects Across Scotland News    
  

There is plenty of activity for Prospects Across Scotland members to enjoy.  
 

• Coffee mornings continue on Zoom on Wednesdays 13 and 27 October at 11 

o'clock. 

• Bible Buddies meet at 11 a.m. on 4 and 18 October and at 2 p.m. on 11 and 25 

October. 

• Join in Music with Graeme McDonald on Saturday 9 October at 11 a.m. 

• Precious Gems meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 2 o'clock with the 

usual mixture of singing, Bible story, prayer and chat.  

• There is a Prospects Choir for those who love to sing at 7 p.m. on 19 October. 

• The Annual Celebration is on 30 October at 1 p.m. on Zoom. 
 

Further details from Ivy Blair   📞 07827 939 520  
ivy.blair@prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk 
 

Check updates on Prospects Across Scotland’s website. 

https://www.prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk/news 
 

 

SCDG communications – update 
 

We are always looking for good ways to spread news about SCDG.  In the next 

article one of our members suggests how we can do this. 

 

 
 

In last month’s newsletter I floated the idea of SCDG 

having a Facebook group and invited people to tell me 

their views.  I didn’t receive replies.  So I’d like to 

suggest that we continue using our Facebook page, 

website and newsletter to communicate.   

 

SCDG newsletter – inviting your local presbytery, diocese etc. to subscribe 
 

I invited my Presbytery to subscribe to the SCDG newsletter and they have done so.  

I’d encourage you to invite your presbytery, diocese etc. to do the same, so that we 

can reach new churches and people.  Here is the wording of the email I sent, so that 

you can use it as a template if you wish.  
 

*** 
Dear [add the name of whoever administers your presbytery / diocese etc.] 
 

I would like to invite the Presbytery / Diocese of [insert the name of your area] to join 

the mailing list for the Scottish Churches Disability Group (SCDG) newsletter and 

forward it on to all Presbytery / Diocese members.   
 

mailto:ivy.blair@prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk
mailto:ivy.blair@prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk
mailto:ivy.blair@prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk
https://www.prospectsacrossscotland.org.uk/news
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The SCDG newsletter offers various content about including disabled people in 

church, such as updates on organisations active in Scotland and things churches are 

doing to include disabled people.  It is circulated once a month.  You can sample 

back copies at http://scdg.org.uk/newsletters/.  
 

If you would like the Presbytery / Diocese to receive the newsletter, please contact 

Barbara Graham, who edits and circulates it, and give her the email address she 

should add to the distribution list?  Barbara’s email address is 

barbara.graham74@btinternet.com or phone 01563-522108. 
 

Thank you very much. 
 

[your name and local church] 
 

Bible verses to treasure

 

           

 

***

 

  New resources on 

  SCDG’s website - 

  Available at http://scdg.org.uk/

 

Our Webmaster adds links to video clips, some with BSL and Makaton signing. 

List of hymns               List of hymns with signing or Makaton 

 

Send contributions for our website to Ian Boe, at website.editor@scdg.org.uk. 

 

How to contact SCDG 
 

Please send your news to the Newsletter Editor, Barbara Graham: 

barbara.graham74@btinternet.com  or Tel. 01563-522108 
 

Scottish Churches Disability Group 
A registered Scottish charity, No. SCO39567

 

http://scdg.org.uk/newsletters/
mailto:barbara.graham74@btinternet.com
http://scdg.org.uk/
http://scdg.org.uk/hymns-through-lockdown/
http://scdg.org.uk/hymns-with-bsl-makaton-sign-language/
mailto:website.editor@scdg.org.uk
mailto:barbara.graham74@btinternet.com

